




MISSION  

The mission of Our Promise is to  
provide caring, professional support 
and education  to cancer patients, 
survivors and caregivers through    
direct financial assistance, social 
programs and educational services.  
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The Ivy Family 

The Hollis Family 

Wilson Auctioneers, Inc. 

Lake Hamilton/HS Animal Hospital 

C. Louis & Mary C. Cabe Foundation 
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Beigene 

Caris 

Chic-Fil-A 

Express Rx 

Xpress Boats 

Seagen 

Genentech 

Exelixis 

Karyopharma 

MorphoSys US 

PharmaEssentia 

Sanofi, Gaylon Eoff 

Blueprint Medicines 

The Slay Family 

First Security Bank 

Dr. Pruitt, Hot Springs Radiation Oncology 
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Healthstar Physicians 

Karen Reeves, The Yoga Place  

Independence Healthcare Supply 

The Brooks Burton Family 

Fleischner Van Bebber Matone 

Security Bank Mortgage 

ZK Ray Properties, LLC 

The Messersmith Family 

SC Pharmacy Group OpCo, LLC 

Dick and Cindy Kellogg 

Scott and Katie Hamby 

Mike and Connee Ellis 

Dr. Mark and Sarah Robbins 

Gross Funeral Home 

Final Touch Roofing 

SECOND DOWN 



SPONSORS 

Smith Drug and Compounding 

B&A Heating and Conditioning 

Rev. David and Carolyn Wilson 

The Arego Trust 

The Walters Family 

M3 Services 

Holt Eye Clinic 

Relyance Bank 

Southern Bancorp 

Razorback Camper 

The Wuensch Family 

Buffalo Clothing Co. 

SBI Metal Buildings 

Diagnosis Outfitters 

Grand Prairie Anesthetic 

Jazzercise Hot Springs 

Dr. Bob and Sarah Barnett 

National Park Medical Center 

Walmart Neighborhood Market, Malvern Ave. 

Brad and Stacey Hudgens, Morgan Stanley 

The Dermatology Clinic of Arkansas 
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SPONSORS 

 
 

Porter Dental 

Hutchison Tax 

Weyerhaeuser 

Hot Springs Title 

Duncan Messersmith 

Diamond Lakes Dental 

Corey and Casey Kines 

Always Home Caregiving 

Dr. Bruce and Cindy Smith 

Zeiser Wealth Management 

Jennifer and Chad Harris 

The Wrapped Boutique 

Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Townley 

Nedra Plumlee, Crye-Leike Realtors 

Nikki Polychron-Harris, iRealty 

Caring Transitions of Hot Springs 

Kota Cancer Clinic 

 

 

FOURTH DOWN 



The Young Men of Distinction, founded by Our Promise, is a unique 
personal development experience for select high school boys. It provides 

training in leadership skills, community service, cancer education and 
awareness, as well as fundraising.  During their time as a YMOD, the 

boys will begin building strong resumes, learn how they can best use their 
personal talents as a leader, and create friendships and memories to last a 
lifetime.  They will volunteer a minimum of 30 hours of their time to help 
others and experience the spirit of community volunteerism.  We are very 

proud of these young men.

Young Men of Distinction



Ben Hollis, William Ivy, Jack Henry Frisby, and Brayden Aitken

These YMOD have served 
three years in the program:

Evan Lockwood, Ben Hollis, 
Isaac Carroll, Brodie 
McAllister, Griffin Gulley, 
Yancy Rainwater, Jack Henry 
Frisby, William Ivy, Evan 
Eastwood, Jack Patterson, 
Walker Wood, Wyatt Gibson, 
Jackson Stone, Towle Douglas, 
and Jake Bishop

YMOD

 Executive Council

YMOD

Three Year



Brayden Aitken, son of Tina and Shane Aitken, is a 
senior at Lake Hamilton High School. Brayden is returning 
for his second year of volunteering with YMOD and is one of 
this year’s YMOD presidents.  Brayden plans on going to UCA 
after high school in order to further his education. In his free 
time Brayden likes to hang out with his friends and play games 
with his little brother. His favorite YMOD experience this year 
was getting more friends from Lake Hamilton involved in this 
program.

 Brady Arnold is the son of Ashley and Clay Arnold. 
This is Brady’s first year with Young Men of Distinction. He 
plays football and baseball at Lakeside High School and is 
currently a Junior. Brady plans on attending college after high 
school and wants to pursue something in the field of math and 
science. Through YMOD, Brady has enjoyed getting to know 
kids from other schools and the chance to help serve in his 
community. 

Luke Atkinson is the son of Manda and Jeremy Atkinson. 
He is a senior at Lake Hamilton High School, a member of 
New Life Church, and plays on the LHHS football team. 
Some of his hobbies are golf, lifting, shooting pool, playing 
basketball, and hanging out with friends. He plans to attend 
the University of Arkansas in the Fall of 2023. This is his first 
year participating in YMOD, and he has enjoyed meeting 
other youth his age from different schools in the community. 
Luke’s favorite part of YMOD has been serving meals at 
Jackson house. Cancer affects most households, and raising 
awareness and money for those in need has been a worthwhile 
opportunity.

Harrison Barmore is the son of Tammie and Brent 
Barmore. This is his second year participating in Young Men 
of Distinction. He plays Baseball for the Lakeside Rams, and 
he is a Junior this year. Harrison plans to join the military right 
out of high school. He loves to participate in YMOD so he can 
help people who impact the community.



Hayden Barton is the son of Jennifer and Derek Barton. 
Hayden is in his first year in the Young Men of Distinction 
Program. He plays football and baseball at Lake Hamilton High 
School and is in his sophomore year. He plans on continuing 
his service with the YMOD program throughout his high 
school years  and continuing to serve the community. After high 
school, Hayden plans on pursuing a career in engineering. 

Maddox Bell is a junior at Lakeside High School. He is the 
son of Michelle and Brian Bell. This is the third year for Maddox to play 
on the Varsity Golf Team. He is also a selected member of the Lakeside 
District Press Team.  Maddox balances extracurricular activities while 
continuing to excel in academics. Outside of school, Maddox is an active 
member at First Baptist Church, where he serves on the leadership team 
in the Student Ministry and volunteers in the Media Ministry. He has 
had the opportunity to be a part of several mission trip opportunities 
including a trip to Honduras this past summer. YMOD has been a great 
educational experience and has provided many opportunities to serve 
in the community.  It has also been a place to connect and get to know 
other people while serving with purpose.

Jake Bishop is a senior at Lakeside High School and is the 
son of Ashley Bishop and Lieutenant Colonel Dustin Bishop. 
This is his 3rd year in Young men of Distinction. Jake plays 
football and basketball at Lakeside. Jake enjoys volunteering for 
YMOD and spending time with his friends and family. He also 
likes watching football games with his grandpa.

Ben Bivens is the son of Kelly and John Bivens. This 
is his first year of Young Men of Distinction. He is a junior 
at Lakeside High School, where he plays football and runs 
track.  Ben has enjoyed volunteering for his community in this 
program and learning about cancer patient care.



Bartley Bledsoe, son of Jenny and Bart Bledsoe, is a first 
year YMOD. Bartley is a junior and on the Varsity Tennis team, 
section leader on the drum line in school band, participates as a 
drummer in the church band, is active in youth at First United 
Methodist, enjoys recreational sports when able and works at 
the Hot Spring Country Club. He plans to attend a college of 
his choice after graduating High School.

Ty Braziel is the son of Stacy and Mark Braziel. This is 
his 1st year in Young Men of Distinction. He is currently a 
sophomore at Lakeside High School where he plays on the 
basketball team and is a part of the National Honor Society. He 
has enjoyed getting to make memories with the other YMOD 
members all while learning more about how to help with the 
needs of those in his community. He is looking forward to 
helping make a positive difference during the next two years 
with The Young Men of Distinction.

Isaac Carroll, son of Stephen and Shannon Muse Carroll. 
This is his third year in Young Men of Distinction. He plays 
soccer at Lakeside High School and is currently a senior. He 
is a certified life guard and has worked at Magic Springs and 
Hot Springs Country Club. He plans on pursuing a degree in 
secondary education after high school to be a teacher and a 
coach. He has enjoyed being a part of the YMOD program

TJ Caudill is the son of Jessie and Donny Caudill. This 
is his 1st year in Young Men of Distinction. He is a member of 
Lakeside High School’s Chamber Singers, Concert Choir, and 
Thespian Troupe and is in his senior year. After high school, he 
plans to double major in music and business at the University 
of Central Arkansas. YMOD has not only given him the 
opportunity to help build a better community, but has helped 
him make many lifelong friends who enjoy serving and caring 
for others.



Layton Cordell, son of Mandy and Benji Cordell, 
is a sophomore at Lakeside High School.  He is a Student 
Council representative and a member of Beta Club, Partners 
Club, FCCLA and FBLA.  Layton is an active member of First 
United Methodist Church and youth group.  He has enjoyed 
his first year in YMOD and the opportunity to give back to the 
community. 

Greyson Cornelison is the son of Alisa and Daniel 
Cornelison. This is his first year with Young Men of Distinction. 
He plays tennis for Lakeside High School where he is a senior. 
After graduation he plans to attend trade school. He has enjoyed 
the opportunities to be helpful in the Hot Springs community 
whose needs he would have been unaware if it were not for the 
Young Men of Distinction program.

Clint Cox is a junior at Lakeside High School and is 
the son of Cory and Gary Cox. This is his 1st year in Young 
Men of Distinction. He plays soccer for his school. Clint 
enjoys volunteering through YMOD and giving back to his 
local community. ‘It’s a rewarding feeling to know I’m helping 
those in need, and it’s been such an honor to represent a great 
organization.’

Towle Douglas, a senior at Lakeside High School, is the 
son of Kristi and Brien Douglas. He is a third year member 
of Young Men of Distinction. Towle enjoys volunteering and 
giving back to our Hot Springs Community through the 
YMOD Program. When Towle is not practicing and playing 
football and basketball for the Lakeside Rams, he enjoys playing 
golf.



Will Dreamer, son of Marti and Jerry Dreamer, is a 
sophomore this year at Christian Ministries Academy.  This is 
his first year to participate with the Young Men of Distinction, 
and he has enjoyed the volunteering especially while working 
with the underserved community.  His hobbies include 
basketball, video gaming, and working for extra money until 
he is old enough to obtain a job.  Will is looking at either the 
healthcare industry or something in the military such as combat 
medic or flying drones. 

Evan Eastwood is the son of Courtney and Michael 
Eastwood. This is his third year in Young Men of Distinction. 
He plays basketball at Lakeside High School and is currently 
a senior. He plans on pursuing a degree in business at the 
University of Arkansas after high school. The past three years he 
has enjoyed volunteering in our community and being able to 
give back for such an amazing organization.

Luke Erwin is the son of Janette and Scott Erwin. This 
is his first year in YMOD. He plays football at Lake Hamilton 
High School and is currently the Arkansas State Champion for 
pole vaulting. He is a sophomore, is in the gifted and talented 
program, and enjoys participating in FCA. He enjoys tennis, 
snowboarding, surfing and golf. Luke is honored to be a part of 
YMOD during a season when his grandmother and uncle have 
been diagnosed with cancer. He has been able to see up close 
what a difference this organization makes for those in need 
and what a service the YMOD are to our community through 
serving and lending a helping hand for many of the events that 
make Hot Springs a great place to live.

Brayden Free is the son of Gina and Jason Free. Brayden 
is a junior at Lakeside High School. This is his first year 
participating in Young Men of Distinction. He plays baseball at 
Lakeside. Brayden also attends Crossgate Church. He enjoys the 
outdoors, fishing, and watching sports of any kind. His favorite 
YMOD experiences so far have been Miracle League Baseball 
and The Jackson House. He enjoys YMOD because of the wide 
variety of opportunities it gives him to meet new people and 
help his community.



Jack Henry Frisby is the son of Lee Kathryn Lackey 
and Henry L. Frisby. He is a senior at Lakeside High School.  
This is Jack Henry’s third year serving in YMOD and is truly 
honored to serve this organization as a Co-President and 
Executive Council. He is a varsity football player, varsity 
wrestler, and a Lakeside Chamber Singer. Jack Henry is looking 
forward to attending the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville 
next year.

Wyatt Gibson, son of Marsha and Joe Gibson, is a senior 
at Lakeside High School. This is his third year of Young Man of 
Distinction. Wyatt enjoys hanging out with friends and family 
as well as playing baseball. Throughout Wyatt’s three years of 
YMOD, he enjoyed getting to help the community with some 
of his best friends.

Griffin Gulley is the son of Jessica and Griff Gulley. He 
is a senior at Lakeside High School and a third year member 
of Young Men of Distinction. He is currently enjoying his final 
season on the Lakeside Tennis Team. He is the Treasurer of the 
National Honor Society, and a member of Beta Club, FBLA 
and the Youth Advisory Council. He is participating in the 
2022/2023 Leadership Hot Springs program. Some of his favorite 
activities include working out, snow skiing, and hanging out with 
his friends. He has enjoyed giving back to his community through 
the Young Men of Distinction program. He is grateful for the 
opportunities the program has afforded him and is hopeful to find 
a similar way to give back through his college years.

Nasir Hannah is the son of Konniesha Hannah, Corey 
Melton and Robert Cannon. This is his first year in YMOD. He 
is a senior at Hot Springs World Class High School. He plays 
basketball and runs track. He plans on going to college and 
furthering his education in sports and health science after high 
school. He has enjoyed the brotherhood of YMOD and the 
impact it has on him as well as the community.



Riley Harris is a senior at Lake Hamilton High School 
and is the son of Jennifer and Chadrick Harris. This is his 1st 
year in Young Men of Distinction. Riley plays defensive back 
for the varsity football team, a member of The National Honor 
Society, Beta Club, as well as Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 
Riley enjoys bass fishing, golf and volunteering through 
YMOD. “It has been a great and rewarding experience this year 
volunteering in our community and a honor to represent such 
an amazing organization.”

Sloan Hayes is a sophomore at Lakeside High School 
and is the son of Tiffany and Doug Hayes. This is his first year 
being a member of Young Men of Distinction. Sloan is an avid 
basketball player and has always had a love for sports. You can 
likely find him on the court playing for the Lakeside Rams and 
his travel team Final Touch Elite. YMOD has given Sloan the 
opportunity to volunteer in his community and network with 
peers all while teaching the importance of giving back and 
making a difference.

Jacob Hermosillo currently attends Lakeside High School 
as a junior and maintains a near flawless GPA. He is the son 
of Amanda and Josh Hermosillo. It is his first year in Young 
Men of Distinction. Outside of school and YMOD Jacob is a 
member of the varsity Football, Basketball, and Baseball teams 
at Lakeside. In his free time, Jacob enjoys wake surfing on the 
lake with his family, cheering the HOGS, thrift store shopping, 
traveling on summer vacations, and hanging out with his 
friends.

Caleb Herring is a junior at Fountain Lake Charter 
High School. He is the son of Cindy and Jade Herring. This 
is his first year in Young Men of Distinction. He is a member 
of the Fountain Lake Football Team, Beta Club, Student 
Council and National Honor Society. Caleb is also a member 
Leadership Hot Springs Class of 2023 and Hot Springs Youth 
Advisory Council. He enjoys traveling, cruising, and watching 
Razorback sports. His favorite YMOD experience was tutoring 
Oaklawn Race Track employees. This experience offered him 
the opportunity to communicate with individuals in his second 
language.



Ben Hollis, son of Jon Jon and Tom Hollis Jr., celebrates 
his third year in Young Men of Distinction. Ben is a senior at 
Lakeside High School, where he is a member of the Lakeside 
Varsity Tennis Team and serves as the President of Lakeside 
Student Council and the National Honor Society.  He enjoys 
playing the guitar and piano in his leisure time. Ben is honored 
to participate on the Executive Board of the Young Men of 
Distinction, and he enjoys learning more about the community 
through service.  “Volunteering through YMOD has helped me 
more than I have helped others.”

Parker Hudnell is a junior at Lakeside High School. 
He is the son of Melissa and Jason Hudnell. This is his second 
year in Young Men of Distinction. He is a member of the 
Lakeside Soccer Team and Beta Club. He is an active member 
of Crossgate Church and youth group. Parker will be a Lakeside 
High School graduate in 2024. He enjoys hanging out with 
friends, working at Rocket Fizz, and watching football. His 
favorite YMOD experience each year is placing the American 
flags at the cemetery. This event gives him the opportunity to 
pay respect to those who have served our country.

William Ivy, son of Ms. Malka Ivy and Dr. Donald Ivy, 
is a senior at Lakeside High School. This is his third year 
participating in the Young Men of Distinction program and he 
is proud to serve on the YMOD Executive Board. William is a 
member of both the National Honor Society and the National 
Beta Club. He plays on the Varsity Tennis Team at Lakeside. He 
has his Private Pilot’s License and enjoys flying in his free time. 
He attends First United Methodist Church. After graduation he 
plans on attending college and then medical school.  

Kyin Jamerson is the son of Konniesha Hannah and 
Kelvin Jamerson. This is his first year in YMOD. He plays 
football, basketball, and runs track for Hot Springs High 
School. He plans on going to school for business after high 
school, but his dream is to go to the next level in sports. He has 
enjoyed the YMOD program and the many community projects 
it serves.



Matthew Kara is a senior at Lake Hamilton High School. 
He is the son of Stephanie Kara and Raymond Kara. This is his 
first year in Young Men of Distinction. Matthew is a member 
of the wrestling, golf and football teams and participates in 
numerous clubs and activities. Matthew plans to attend UCA 
in the fall. He has enjoyed his participation in YMOD and the 
positive impact it makes on the community.

Jack Krauss is the son of Mandi and Jason Krauss. This is his 
first year in Our Promise’s Young Men of Distinction program. He is a 
sophomore at Lakeside High School and is a member of the drumline. 
He is also a member of Beta National Honors Society, FBLA, FCCLA, 
and Leadership Hot Springs, and has been recognized by his high school, 
the United States Secretary of Education, and the President of the 
United States for academic excellence. Post secondary, he plans to obtain 
a bachelor’s degree in biology and then pursue a medical doctorate 
degree. Throughout this past year, he has used the opportunities Young 
Men of Distinction provided to be an active member of the Hot Springs 
community. He is extremely thankful for the learning and service 
opportunities as well as the fellowship the program has provided to him.

William Lewis is the son of Sebrena and Shea Lewis. 
This is his first year in Young Men of Distinction. William is 
on the Cross Country and Track and Field teams at Lakeside, 
and he is an active member of Crossgate Church and Crossgate 
Student Ministry.  In his free time he enjoys playing video 
games, ultimate frisbee, frisbee golf and mountain biking. It 
has been a privilege for William to participate in Young Men of 
Distinction in honor and memory of his grandmother, who lost 
her fight with cancer earlier this year. 

Nate Lindsay is the son of Julie and Will Lindsay. This 
is his first year in the Young Men of Distinction program. 
He plays tennis at Lakeside High School and is currently a 
sophomore. He plans on pursuing a degree in Business Law 
after graduating high school. Throughout this past year he 
has enjoyed serving and investing in his community, as well as 
getting educated about the Our Promise organization and the 
tremendous impact it has on all those involved. He has gained 
immeasurable wisdom from both speakers and leaders this year 
that he considers as valuable assets which he will carry with him 
throughout his life.



Elliott Lockwood is the son of Laura and Chad 
Lockwood. This is his first year in YMOD. He enjoyed 
volunteering with friends. As a sophomore at Lakeside High 
School, he plays both football and soccer. Elliott is involved 
with KLife and attends First Baptist Church.

Evan Lockwood is the son of Laura and Chad 
Lockwood. He is a third year member of YMOD and enjoys 
volunteering in the community. Evan is a senior at Lakeside 
High School. He is a decathlete on the track team, and is in 
Beta Club and Spanish National Honor Society. He plans to 
run track in college with the goal of becoming a track and field 
coach. Evan faithfully attends KLife and First Baptist Church.

Weston Lynch is a senior at Lake Hamilton High School. 
He is the son of Stacy and Brandon Lynch of Hot Springs. He is 
a member of the football and baseball teams. After graduation, 
Weston plans to pursue a degree in Computer Information 
Systems at University of Central Arkansas. He has enjoyed his 
time with YMOD and volunteering with friends. 

Gavin Mace is a junior at Lakeside High School and is the 
son of Jennifer and Jeremiah Mace. This is his first year in Young 
Men of Distinction. Gavin is a trumpet player in the Lakeside 
Showband. Gavin enjoys volunteering through YMOD and 
giving back to his local community. “It’s a great feeling to 
know that I’m helping those in need, and it’s such an honor to 
represent such a great organization.”



Robert Mace is the son of Terri and Nate Mace. This is his 
first year in Young Men of Distinction.  He enjoys being part 
of the Lakeside Showband. He enjoyed serving the community 
and helping local cancer patients.

Sanlin Malone is the son of Ellie and Patrick Malone. This 
is his first year in Young Men of Distinction. He is currently a 
sophomore at Lakeside High School and is a member of the 
National Honor Society. Sanlin is a member of the Lakeside 
Marching Band and is on the Lakeside Junior Varsity Tennis 
Team. He has enjoyed learning about cancer treatment and 
supporting local cancer patients.

Cole Martin is the son of Britani and Clint Martin. He is 
a junior at Lakeside High School and a member of the fishing 
team.  He is a state champion and 3-time national qualifier and 
competitor.  This is his second year in YMOD, and he’s looking 
forward to helping in the community next year.  

Kaden Mays is a senior at Lake Hamilton High School. 
He is the son of Holly and Nathan (Fred) Mays. This is his 
second year in Young Men of Distinction. Kaden plays trumpet 
in the Powerband of AR. Kaden is in the Top 25 of his class 
and a member of Beta, FBLA, and the National Honor 
Society. Kaden likes being able to give back to his hometown 
by volunteering with YMOD. “These experiences have made 
me more aware of the needs in my community. I am proud to 
participate in making a difference in Hot Springs.”



Brodie McAllister, son of Kim McAllister and 
John McAllister, is a Lakeside senior in his third year of 
YMOD. He is a four year athlete on the tennis team, and 
enjoys duck hunting and spending time with friends. After 
high school, Brodie plans to attend UCA and pursue a 
career as a CRNA.

Lucas McCain, son of Tiffany and Kevin McCain, 
is a junior at Lake Hamilton High School. This is his first 
year as a member of Young Men of Distinction. Lucas 
enjoys playing football, throwing discus and shot in track, 
and wrestling for Lake Hamilton. He enjoys spending time 
with his friends and family when he is not participating in 
sports. Lucas is a member of the youth group at Hot Springs 
Baptist church. He plans to go to college after high school, 
and hopefully play football in college.

Bradyn Messersmith is the son of Kate and Bryan 
Messersmith. This is his second year as a member of Young 
Men of Distinction. Bradyn is a junior at Lakeside, where 
he plays baseball. He is a member of First United Methodist 
Church. His hobbies include hunting, fishing, playing 
golf, camping and spending time at the lake. Bradyn enjoys 
giving back to his community and meeting new people 
through YMOD.

Daniel Montgomery is the son of Allison and Philip 
Montgomery. This is his second year of YMOD. He is a 
Junior at Lakeside High School where he is a member of the 
Choir, Cross Country, Track and Swim teams. Daniel is a 
2-time All Region Choir member and enjoys being an active 
member of the FBC youth group.



Spencer Moore, son of Mr. and Mrs. Courtney 
Moore, is a junior at Lakeside High School. This is his 
second year in Young Men of Distinction.  He is a member 
of the Lakeside Swim Team and the YMCA Seals Swim 
Team and is an active member of the First Baptist Church 
youth group. Spencer enjoys giving back to his local 
community through his service with YMOD. 

Andre Mouton is the son of Jennifer and Alex 
Mouton. He is a sophomore at Lakeside High School, and 
this is his first year in YMOD. He enjoys film production; 
having written, directed or participated in over a dozen 
films. He is a member of EAST and the Lakeside Film and 
Broadcasting teams. He has a caregiving heart and loves to 
put his skills toward helping others in his community.

Grady Ohman, son of Becca and Cory Ohman, is 
an active member of New Life Church and K-Life Hot 
Springs. He plays football and baseball at Lakeside High 
School, enjoys teaching baseball skills to young athletes, 
and spends as much time in the great outdoors as possible. 
Grady plans on pursuing a degree in orthodontics after high 
school. As a first-year member of this program, Grady has 
appreciated serving his community. 

Cohen Oswalt is a sophomore at Lakeside High 
School. He is the son of Erin and Brad Oswalt. This is his 
first year in Young Men of Distinction. He is a member of 
the Lakeside Baseball Team and the BETA club. He is an 
active member of Crossgate Church and youth group. He 
enjoys playing video games and watching sports (football and 
baseball).  His favorite YMOD experience was TinkerFest 
at Mid-America Science Museum. The event gave him the 
opportunity to reach out to a younger generation and build 
relationships with fellow Young Men of Distinction.



Whit Parks is the son of Kim Parks and the late David 
Parks. Whit Parks is a sophomore who attends Hot Springs 
World Class High School. Whit has been in the district 
for all years and has been in many athletics including 
Football, Basketball, and recently joined Track and Field. 
Whit joined YOMD to help, serve, and volunteer in the 
community. 

Jack Patterson is the son of Mandy Patterson and 
Trent Patterson. This is Jack’s third year in Young Men 
of Distinction. He is currently a senior at Lakeside High 
School and plays on the Varsity Soccer Team. Jack serves 
on Lakeside Student Council and is an Arkansas Boys 
State Alumni, Leadership Hot Springs Alumni, and 2022 
Lakeside Blue Homecoming King. Jack continues to tour 
colleges and plans to attend in the fall of 2023. Serving 
three years in Young Men of Distinction has been an 
exciting and humbling experience – one in which he’s 
truly learned the value of giving time and effort in order to 
benefit others.

Brenden Penor is the son of Miranda and Dr. 
Steve Penor. This is Brenden’s first year in Young Men 
of Distinction. He is a sophomore at Hot Springs High 
School. He enjoys playing basketball, watching sports with 
his dad, especially the Razorbacks, and being with his family 
and friends.

Holten Phillips is the son of Jane Ellen and Brad 
Phillips.  This is his second year in Young Men of 
Distinction.  He is a junior at Lakeside High School. He 
is a member of the Lakeside Baseball Team and Lakeside 
Fishing Team. He is an active member of First Baptist 
Church Hot Springs and youth group.  He enjoys hunting, 
fishing, and mountain biking. He enjoys the opportunities 
to serve the community through this program.



Yancy Rainwater is the son of Sherril and Dylan 
Rainwater. Yancy attends school at Lakeside as a senior and 
plays basketball. He is a member of the National Honor 
Society. This is his third year in the YMOD program. In his 
free time he likes to hangout with friends and go out on the 
lake with family and friends. The past three years he enjoys 
seeing the effects YMOD has had on the community.

Griffin Ralph is a sophomore at Lakeside High 
School.  He is the son of Angie and Ronnie Ralph. This is 
his first year in Young Men of Distinction. Griffin is on the 
Lakeside Basketball Team and Lakeside Fishing Team, as 
well as a member of Beta Club and First United Methodist 
Church. Griffin is very proud to be involved in YMOD. 
“I feel that it is important to help our community in ways 
that will make a positive difference and this organization 
provides those opportunities.” 

Drew Reeves, the son of Seth and Rachel Reeves, 
is a sophomore at Lake Hamilton. He plays football 
and baseball. This is his first year in the Young Men of 
Distinction. His most memorable moments with the group 
were the retreat during the summer and serving at the 
Jackson House with his peers. 

Ty Robinson is the son of Dedra and Shaun Robinson.  
This is Ty’s first year in Young Men of Distinction.  He plays 
basketball and tennis at Lake Hamilton High School where 
he is currently a junior. Ty is a member of Hot Springs 
Baptist Church and plays summer basketball for AAO 
Flight in Fayetteville, AR.  He has enjoyed getting to know 
the other YMOD members and plans to continue serving.  



Ryan Slay is the son of Heather and Dr. David Slay. 
Ryan is a sophomore at Lakeside High School, and this 
is his first year in YMOD.  He is a proud member of the 
Showband of Lakeside, where he plays alto saxophone. 
He also enjoys playing in the Lakeside Jazz Band. Other 
extracurricular activities include Beta Club and the 
CyberPatriot Team.  YMOD has helped him learn to 
appreciate the importance of community involvement.

Jake Spruill is the son of Heather and Kenneth 
Spruill. This is his first year in Young Men of Distinction. 
Jake is a sophomore at Lake Hamilton High School where 
he is part of the tennis and golf teams. He is an active 
member in National Junior Honor Society, FBLA, Student 
Council, and a member of the Yearbook staff. He plans to 
pursue a degree in medicine to become a physician. This 
past year, he has enjoyed giving back to his community and 
meeting new people through the Young Men of Distinction 
program.

Jackson Stone is the son of Amy and Jeremy Stone. 
He is a senior at Lakeside High School where he is a drum 
major for Lakeside Marching Band, as well as a member of 
the wrestling team. This is his third year to participate in 
YMOD. He is also active in KLife and attends First United 
Methodist Church.

Mack Story, son of Felice and Dale Horn and Mindy 
and Lance Story, is a junior at Lakeside High School. This 
is his second year in Young Men of Distinction. He plays 
football and is in broadcasting for Lakeside. He is an active 
member at Crossgate Church and youth group. For Mack, 
YMOD has been a brotherhood while learning about 
different ways to help the community.



Gavin Thomason is the son of Shana and Jeremy 
Thomason. This is Gavin’s first year in Young Men of Distinction. 
He plays baseball and football at Lake Hamilton and is involved in 
various clubs and organizations. Gavin is currently a junior and plans 
on pursuing a degree in Forestry and Natural Resources after high 
school. His hobbies include hunting, fishing, sports, camping and 
hanging out with his friends. He is a member of Antioch Missionary 
Baptist Church, Arkansas Parks and Recreation Association, and 
Arkansas Forestry Association. This past year he has enjoyed helping 
out in the community, meeting new people and being a part of an 
organization that makes a difference in people’s lives.

Brody Townley is a second year member of Young 
Men of Distinction and is the son of Genevieve and Dr. 
Jonathan Townley.  Brody is also a member of Lakeside 
Varsity Soccer Team and National Honor Society. He 
plans on studying a degree in biological sciences at a state 
university and enjoys fishing, playing video games, and 
spending time with his friends.

Sam Trusty is a sophomore at Lakeside High school 
and is the son of Erica and Landon Trusty. This is his first 
year in Young Men Of Distinction. Sam is on the basketball 
and soccer team, and loves to help and serve his community.

Gabe Van Bebber is the son of Alyssa and Nick 
Van Bebber.  This is his first year to participate in Young 
Men of Distinction.  Gabe is a Sophomore at Lakeside High 
School, plays football, and is a member of First United 
Methodist Church and youth group. 
Being involved so closely with Our Promise has been an 
incredible opportunity for Gabe. It has opened his eyes to 
the importance of self development as well as giving back to 
others and his community. 



Bennett Varner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Varner, 
is a senior at Lake Hamilton High School.  This is his first 
year with Young Men of Distinction.  Ben is a member 
of the Lake Hamilton Baseball Team, Lake Hamilton 
Golf Team and National Honor Society.  He also enjoys 
spending time hunting and fishing.  Ben is thankful for the 
opportunities he was given through YMOD to give back 
to our community, and he has enjoyed getting to know the 
other members.  

Caleb Villines is the son of Haley Hatch and 
Scott Villines. He is a junior at Lakeside, where he plays 
varsity football and soccer. In his second year of YMOD, 
he enjoyed volunteering with Hot Springs’ homeless 
community and at Garvan Woodland Gardens. Caleb’s 
service to Our Promise is in memory of his uncle, Jerry 
Villines, and his great-grandfather, Jim Locke, who both 
lost courageous battles with cancer in 2021.

Landon West, son of Tara and John West, is a 
sophomore at Lake Hamilton High School where he 
plays football and baseball and is a member of National 
Honor Society and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 
Landon is also an avid outdoorsman and hunter. This is 
Landon’s first year with YMOD and has enjoyed meeting 
new people while also taking advantage of learning more 
about his community through the wide variety of volunteer 
opportunities.

Pike Williams is a first-year member of Our Promise 
Cancer Resources Young Men of Distinction program. He is a 
junior at Lakeside High School. Pike is an active AP student who 
has represented his school as a Student Council member and 
Student Ambassador, where he helped new and existing students 
feel welcomed and connected. He recently graduated from the 
Jr. Leadership Hot Springs program and is currently a leadership 
team member in the Lakeside Showband. Pike lost his maternal 
grandmother to cancer and looks forward to more opportunities to 
educate his community about Our Promise Cancer Center and its 
important work. Pike is hard-working, motivated, and family-oriented 
and spends his free time playing music, cooking, or riding bikes. 



Walker Wood is the son of Dr. and Mrs. Michael 
Wood. This is his third year to participate in the Young 
Men of Distinction program. He is active in KLife Youth 
Ministry and is a member of the First Baptist Church. He is 
also a member of the Lakeside Varsity Tennis Team.

Zachary Wood is the son of Sarah and Mickey Wood. 
This is his first year in Young Men of Distinction. He 
attends Lakeside high school where he is a sophomore and 
plays the trumpet in the jazz band. In the past year he has 
enjoyed helping serve his community through this awesome 
program. With Zach’s love for animals he has mentioned 
veterinarian school. He has also shown interest in an 
engineering degree. We can’t wait to see what the future 
holds.

Reed Yaney, son of Katrina and Grant Yaney, is a 
junior at Lakeside High School.  Reed is in his second year 
with Young Men of Distinction. He is a member of the 
2021 State Champion Lakeside Golf team.  He enjoys golf, 
hunting, fishing and spending time with family and friends.
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DICK AND CINDY KELLOGG 
For supporting  

Our Promise Cancer Resources 

And the 2022 TAILGATE 

SCOTT AND KATIE HAMBY 
Are proud supporters of 

Our Promise Cancer Resources 

And the 2022 TAILGATE 



MIKE AND CONNEE ELLIS 
for your contribution toward 

Our Promise Cancer Resources 

And the 2022 TAILGATE 

Dr. Mark and Sarah Robbins  
are proud to support  

Our Promise Cancer Resources  
and the  

2022 Tailgate 

Special Thanks to Dr. David Pruitt 
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